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FORTY YEARS’ RECOLLECTIONS

OF

P.  T.  BARNUM .

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

A U T H O R’S   E D I T I O N.

[BIOGRAPHY COMPLETE TO APRIL, 1872.]

“——a map of busy life,

Its fluctuations, and its vast concerns.”

 BUFFALO ,  N .  Y .

WARREN ,  JOHNSON  &  CO .

———

1872.

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1871, by

P. T. BARNUM,

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington.
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Entered also at Stationer’s Hall, London, England.

TO

MY  WIFE  AND  FAMILY

I  DEDICATE

THIS  STORY  OF  A  L IFE  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  LARGELY

DEVOTED  TO  THEIR

INTERESTS  AND  SERVICE .
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CARD INTRODUCTORY.

To the Public:—Although the large octavo edition of Struggles and

Triumphs, upon fine paper, has enjoyed an unprecedented large sale
at $3.50 and upwards, according to styles of binding; yet

determined to supply the popular demand for a cheaper edition,

and thus in a measure render to the great American people, who

have lavished upon me so many favors, a due recognition of their
claims upon my gratitude and esteem,—I have purchased, of the

original publishers, the electrotype plates of text and engravings
together with the copyright of the work; and, now enabled to

control the publication myself, I give the same precise text with the
original, (together with an additional chapter bringing the

biography down to April 2d, 1872,) at the low price of $1.50.

Copies of the cheap edition can be had on application to the
American News Company, New York, Warren, Johnson & Co.,

Buffalo, and elsewhere.

Your obedient humble servant,
PHINEAS T. BARNUM.

No. 438 Fifth Avenue, New York City, April 2d, 1872.
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PREFACE.

THIS book is my Recollections of Forty Busy Years. Few men in

civil life have had a career more crowded with incident, enterprise,

and various intercourse with the world than mine. With the

alternations of success and defeat, extensive travel in this and
foreign lands; a large acquaintance with the humble and honored;

having held the preëminent place among all who have sought to
furnish healthful entertainment to the American people, and,

therefore, having had opportunities for garnering an ample
storehouse of incident and anecdote, while, at the same time,

needing a sagacity, energy, foresight and fortitude rarely required
or exhibited in financial affairs, my struggles and experiences (it is

not altogether vanity in me to think) can not be without interest to
my fellow countrymen.

Various leading publishers have solicited me to place at their

disposal my Recollections of what I have been, and seen, and done.

These proposals, together with the partiality of friends and kindred,

have constrained me, now that I have retired from all active
participation in business, to put in a permanent form what, it seems

to me, may be instructive, entertaining and profitable.

Fifteen years since, for the purpose, principally, of advancing my

interests as proprietor of the American Museum, I gave to the press

some personal reminiscences and sketches. Having an extensive
sale, they were, however, very hastily, and, therefore, imperfectly,

prepared. These are not only out of print, but the plates have been
destroyed. Though including, necessarily, in common with them,

some of the facts of my early life, in order to make this
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autobiography a complete and continuous narrative, yet, as the
latter part of my life has been the more eventful, and my

recollections so various and abundant, this book is new and
independent of the former. It is the matured and leisurely review of

almost half a century of work and struggle, and final success, in
spite of fraud and fire—the story of which is blended with amusing

anecdotes, funny passages, felicitous jokes, captivating narratives,

novel experiences, and remarkable interviews—the sunny and

sombre so intermingled as not only to entertain, but convey useful
lessons to all classes of readers.

These Recollections are dedicated to those who are nearest and
dearest to me, with the feeling that they are a record which I am

willing to leave in their hands, as a legacy which they will value.

And above and beyond this personal satisfaction, I have thought
that the review of a life, with the wide contrasts of humble origin

and high and honorable success; of most formidable obstacles
overcome by courage and constancy; of affluence that had been

patiently won, suddenly wrenched away, and triumphantly regained
—would be a help and incentive to the young man, struggling, it

may be, with adverse fortune, or, at the start, looking into the
future with doubt or despair.

All autobiographies are necessarily egotistical. If my pages are as

plentifully sprinkled with “I’s” as was the chief ornament of Hood’s

peacock, “who thought he had the eyes of Europe on his tail,” I can

only say, that the “I’s” are essential to the story I have told. It has
been my purpose to narrate, not the life of another, but that career

in which I was the principal actor.

There is an almost universal, and not unworthy curiosity to learn

the methods and measures, the ups and downs, the strifes and
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victories, the mental and moral personnel of those who have taken
an active and prominent part in human affairs. But an

autobiography has attractions and merits superior to those of a
“Life” written by another, who, however intimate with its subject,

cannot know all that helps to give interest and accuracy to the
narrative, or completeness to the character. The story from the

actor’s own lips has always a charm it can never have when told by
another.

That my narrative is interspersed with amusing incidents, and
even the recital of some very practical jokes, is simply because my

natural disposition impels me to look upon the brighter side of life,

and I hope my humorous experiences will entertain my readers as

much as they were enjoyed by myself. And if this record of trials
and triumphs, struggles and successes, shall stimulate any to the

exercise of that energy, industry, and courage in their callings,

which will surely lead to happiness and prosperity, one main object

I have in yielding to the solicitations of my friends and my

publishers will have been accomplished.

P. T. BARNUM.

Waldemere, Bridgeport,   }
Connecticut, July 5, 1869. }
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